[Epidemiology of rheumatic diseases in historical aspect].
The paper summarizes the results of the long-term study of the epidemiology of rheumatic diseases, which has been carried out by the Institute of Rheumatology. The main directions of the study are the development and improvement of diagnostic criteria, the prevalence and incidence of rheumatic diseases among urban and rural populations, at industrial enterprises, in different ethnic groups, genetic and environmental risk factors, disability, the development and introduction of preventive and rehabilitative programmes of drug therapy, etc. A number of combined national programmes was carried out. The paper presents specific results of their implementation.